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M A N I TO BA H O R T I C U LT U R A L A S S O C I AT I O N
Connected & Growing

Greetings from your MHA President…….
We gathered in Stonewall on November 8th
and 9th for the 122nd MHA Annual General Meeting
and Convention. This is a departure from our conventions in the past that were held in late January or early
February. The format also changed from two days and
Thursday evening to Friday evening business meetings and Saturday speakers and banquet. I received
positive feedback from a number of attendees who
enjoyed this new format. We embarked on these
changes as a trial and would appreciate feedback from
clubs and individuals as to how we should proceed in
the future.
A big thank-you to Tanya Daher of the South Interlake
Garden Club and her committee who made us feel
welcome in Stonewall. The facilities were superb, the
meals were delicious and the program was well paced.
We enjoyed presentations from Kelly Leask, Dave
Hanson, Tiffany Grenkow and Heather McKie around
the conference theme of “Make Every Day a Green
Day”.
Getting ready for the convention soon after year end
and so soon after our last AGM presented challenges.

Because of this, we did not have an Annual Report book
ready but the reports will be presented on our website when
they are ready. Our financial report showed a small loss on a
cash accounting basis but this was due in part to expenses that
were paid in the 2018-2019 fiscal year and the resulting income did not come in until the 2019-2020. We‟re predicting a
small surplus in 2019-2020. This turn-around is partly due to
savings from having teleconferences instead of face to face
meetings for the Board of Directors and the fact that we have
fewer directors. Our ex-officio directors, Roger and Dorcas
Brown and Reg Curle resigned last spring and we did not replace them. In addition we lost new director, Krystee Van den
Bosch for personal reasons.
We would like to welcome Linda Brown to the Board as the
director for Area 5. We expect that her skills as a facilitator
will prove valuable to the MHA. We have not accepted a proposal for our 123rd convention and AGM but as a board, we
are flexible to accepting proposals. However, our constitution
at present states that our AGM must be held before March 1st,
, so unless we change the constitution, the window for holding
this meeting is between November 1 and February 28.
Best Wishes for the Holiday Season

Hugh Skinner

123rd MHA Annual General Meeting & Convention
The MHA is looking for Proposals for the 123rd AGM and Convention.
AGM must take place prior to March 1st, 2021 according to the MHA constitution
For more information please contact the MHA office or your MHA Area Director

Clubs/Societies who were not represented at the Annual General Meeting will
receive all pertinent information by mail and/or email.

“Please share
Newsletter with all
your members”

November 2019 Issue

2020 MHA Board of Directors

Welcome Linda Brown - MHA Director Area 5,
Brandon, Hartney, Killarney and Westman

President
Hugh Skinner
Vice President
Linda Wall
Directors
Brent Hunter
Linda Brown
Lorene Schipper

Secretary/Treasurer
Tracy Theriault

Society/Club Annual Reports
The MHA will be compiling the annual
reports for distribution to Societies and Clubs in
January 2020.
Society/club secretaries please submit your
report to the MHA office:
preferably by email to m.h.a@shaw.ca
no later than December 20, 2019.
The report should be a brief summary of
society/club activities held during 2019.
MHA Committee Chairs are also reminded to
submit their reports:
by email: m.h.a@shaw.ca
no later than December 20, 2019.

Next Meeting of the MHA Board of Directors
Teleconference - Date and Time TBD
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Linda Brown has been a
member of the Transcona
Garden Club and active with the
Manitoba Horticultural
Association for several years.
She has attended the MHA
convention for the past 4 years
which inspired her to want to
become more involved. Linda is
currently enrolled in the Master
Gardener Trainee program and
enjoys gardening.
Linda is retired from the federal government where she spent
34 years in the Human Resources Department. She has
acquired significant training over the years and holds an
Executive Certificate in Conflict Management from the Stitt
Feld Handy Group and the University of Windsor. Using her
natural skills, Linda spent many years in every HR discipline
including Labour Relations,Organizational Development and
she retired as the National Manager of Learning.
Travelling extensively over her career has given Linda the
opportunity to develop excellent inter-personal skills. Linda
is very creative and has developed many different innovative
programs to contribute to the most effective organizations
possible.
Linda is a skilled facilitator and an Engagement Practitioner.
She is outgoing and loves meeting and getting to know new
people. Linda can be counted on to follow through on
commitments. She is a good listener and sounding board.
Linda has a joie de vivre that she likes to share with everyone
and she looks forward to sharing it with clubs and societies
anywhere..

Thanks to Tanya Daher, Nicole Kapusta and
Nancy McGowan, SIGC Host Committee for
organizing a great AGM and Convention.
Thanks to all of the SIGC Volunteers who
helped put the committee‟s vision into reality!

November 9th, 2019 MHA Raffle Draw Winners, Lic #05/19
1st Prize - $250.00

Colin Gowan, Gladstone

2nd Prize - $150.00

Yi Chen

3rd Prize - $100.00

Pat McDonald, Ste. Anne - Donated to MHA, Thank you!

4th Prize - $50.00

Marilyn Bulmer, Killarney

5th Prize - $50.00

Margaret James, Elkhorn

Congratulations to all the Winners, Thanks for your support.
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122nd MHA Convention in Review
Written by Carol Clegg, Agassiz Garden Club
Photos by Jo-Anne Proctor

Friday evening, MHA President Hugh Skinner and
SIGC President Tanya Dahar welcomed delegatesto the business session. In her remarks, Tanya
emphasized that this was to be the greenest convention ever, with everything used at the event to
be reusable, recyclable, or compostable. Even the
venue, the beautiful Quarry Park Centre was a
Leed certified building.

November 8 & 9, 2019
At the February 2019 Annual General Meeting of the
Manitoba Horticultural Association, delegates voted to
accept a proposal from the South Interlake Garden Club
to host a shorter convention at a new time of year and
with a different format. The Board of Directors accepted the challenge of a shorter time frame to secure
facilities, accommodation, and food services, organize
the program, and prepare the financial reports. A tremendous effort on the part of the SIGC and the MHA
Board resulted in the “Make Every Day a Green Day”
conference held November 8 and 9 in Stonewall.
A fun workshop on creating paint stick garden row
markers was organized by the SIGC on the Friday..
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the Bowsman Horticultural Society under the leadership of Phyllis Pierrepont. The demise of horticultural
programs at Manitoba‟s colleges and universities
makes it very difficult to find a suitable program for
this bursary to support. Hugh appealed for ideas for
the use of this award fund.

The stage setting had a homespun look with quilts
and wall hangings accented by fall coloured flowers,
twigs, and berries. Tables were decorated with a
cluster of canning jars of garden produce, complimentary flowers, berries, and cones and balls of
homespun wool with knitting needles. Very apt for
the “green” theme.
The business began with presentation of the financial report and the 2020 budget by Finance Committee Chair Linda Wall. She also outlined cost saving
measures taken by the Board: most board meetings
by conference call, emailing information to clubs,
newsletter and other information on the new website, and less printed material at the AGM. Secretary/Treasurer Tracy Theriault pointed out that there
is still a significant cost to printing and mailing the
newsletter, which could be saved if clubs indicated
to her that they do not require printed copies.
Linda Wall led the discussion on future judge‟s
training. To host a judging school, a minimum of
20 participants is required. A few ideas for making
the training more current and for recruiting future
judges were to hold a school at a flower show. Declining interest in shows is also a factor in whether
these schools continue.
Hugh announced that Red River Community College has discontinued its Greenspace Management
Course from which candidates for the Manitoba
Horticultural Societies bursary had been chosen. For
the benefit of delegates, Brent Hunter gave a brief
history of the MHS bursary which was started by

MHA Director, Brent Hunter put out his annual appeal for new fundraising ideas to keep the MHA
afloat. It is obvious that many clubs do not wish to
sell the raffle tickets, and a shortened convention format meant a significant drop in profit from all the
fundraising that goes on there. A few suggestions
came forth – host Quiz Nights, solicit large raffle
prizes from garden businesses and sell the tickets for
more, bring back pull tickets, sell a shrub or plant
through the clubs, like the rose and peony sale a few
summers ago.
Nominations for the new Board of Directors were
presented by Tanya Daher and duly elected.
President: Hugh Skinner
Vice President: Linda Wall
Directors: Linda Brown, Brent Hunter, Lorene Schipper

The prints from the photo competition were not digitized yet, but were displayed on the wall for all to
view. Tracy initiated a discussion on how to handle
the submission and return of the photographs. Mick
Manfield proposed to have all pictures submitted digitally directly to the contest rather than through the
clubs. There was general agreement with this idea
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provided guidelines were established for the number
of pixels. All the photographers were sorry to learn
that our long time contest organizer Nia Massey suffered ill health which made her unable to continue
in this role. We wish her well as she recuperates and
welcome Brenda Lucas who has kindly volunteered
to take over Nia‟s duties. We thank Nia Massey,
June Minish and Elly Garrett for their hard work on
the Photo Committee all these years. Brenda Lucas
is from St. James Hort Society and will be looking
for volunteers for her committee.
The bid by Brandon Garden Club to host the next
convention in the month of April 2021 unfortunately
had to be withdrawn because of the constitutional
requirement to hold the AGM by March 1st of the
year. Bids from other interested clubs are most welcome.

sible. We all think about shelter for the birds, but
the ground dwelling critters need rocks, dead wood,
and leaf mulch. 70% of native bees are ground
nesting. Avoiding harmful chemicals, mowing and
tilling less, and leaving perennial cleanup until
spring will ensure that your beneficials will thrive.

Thinking Green as a Gardener is what David Hanson has been doing and advocating all his life as
owner of Sage Garden Herbs. He began his presentation with a video news clip showing plastic gar-

Following the adjournment there was time for mingling over coffee, tea, or lemon strawberry water,
with savoury and sweet treats.
The session on Saturday commenced with greetings
from the MHA, SIGC, and the Town of Stonewall.
Mayor Clive Hinds complimented the Garden Club
for bringing the convention to the town and for all
its work throughout the year to beautify their community.
Our first speaker, Kelly Leask, manager of Prairie
Originals Native Plant Nursery is enthusiastic about
Attracting Beneficials to the Garden. She began
with an explanation of the interconnectedness of the
natural world and urged gardeners to create an ecosystem in their gardens. Diversity is the key word in
this endeavour. The task is to try and provide the
basic needs of the many birds, insects, or amphibians you want to live in your yard. These are food,
water, shelter, and friendly garden practices.
For a year long supply of food, we should plant
flowers of different shapes, sizes, and heights which
bloom in different seasons; native plants in shades
of yellow, white, and purple; grasses; and fruiting
shrubs and trees. Moving water is best if this is posPage 6

bage from Canada piling up in a port in Indonesia.
Plastic pots are a huge source of garbage from the
horticultural industry. David offered many alternative pots – clay, wood fibre, coconut bark, reuseable plastic, and even cow manure!
Soil is the starting point for a “green garden” and
composting, mulching, and reducing tilling are the
key to healthy soil. Gardeners who seek straw
mulch that is not contaminated with chemicals will
be delighted to learn about “Garden Straw” organic
mulch produced in Blumenort, MB. Seed saving is
economical and ensures that you keep those flavourful tomatoes you love. Certified organically produced seed is now widely available. There are many
organic fertilizers including “Dirt n‟Grow” produced right in Stonewall. His last hint, confirmed
by several audience members, was to use a chunk of
unprocessed wool instead of wetting agent in pots.

In order to reduce the length of time we buy
imported fresh produce, urban farmer Tiffany
Grenkow demonstrated how she is able Extend
the Gardening Season to market her crops earlier in spring and later in fall. The trick is to
grow more greens, brassicas and/or root vegetables -cool season crops. She began with radishes, which we all know bolt in the hot days
in early June. Her advice was to plant the seed
in fall for spring growth and if they go to seed
anyway, the young pods are delicious! She
grows successive plantings of lettuce, beans,
beets, and carrots, again planting in late fall.
When you plants the seeds in midsummer, they
must be mulched to retain moisture. Don‟t
mulch in spring because the black soil warms
faster. Raised beds thaw faster in spring and
freeze sooner in fall.We learned about some
new crops to try.

Annual food waste in Canada tops $31 billion and 3 million tonnes of plastic waste goes to the landfill yearly.
Household waste has a huge environmental impact on our
country. The GAC has a myriad of resources to assist
communities in developing action plans to put the hierarchy of 7 Rs into effect – Refuse, Reduce, Re-use, Repair,
Re-gift, Recover, Recycle (the last resort).
Saturday evening delegates enjoyed a social time and
sumptuous banquet followed by entertainment by an
amazing young juggler/unicyclist, Aidan Mulvihill of
Stonewall. Then it was time for the Great Gardener‟s
Auction very swiftly conducted by Auctioneer Mike
Melynchuk. Eager bidders had their choice from a great
variety of items donated by participating Garden Clubs.

Kalettes are a kale/Brussels sprouts cross
growing 6‟ tall and harvested like sprouts. Pea
shoots are grown from the seeds of any whole
dried pea and used like greens when they reach
6” in height. Orach mountain spinach planted
in the fall does not bolt.
The final speaker of the day was Heather
McKie of Green Action Centre. This 30 year
old non- profit, non- government agency has a
two pronged focus – sustainable transportation
and waste reduction. It works with businesses,
schools, and organizations in Manitoba to assist them in achieving these goals.
She stated that in Manitoba transportation is
the single largest contributor to greenhouse
gases. The Action Centre does consulting,
workshops, commuter challenges, offers web
resources, and a free carpooling app to encourage changes in transport to work. For schools
there are bike safety sessions, events and challenges for parents and kids, data collection and
active transport planning sessions with administrators.
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Merchandise in the MHA Store included succulents,
house plants, spring bulbs, seeds, beeswax bowl
covers, gardening books and magazines. The Sweet
Pea Auction featured gift baskets from every club
and several businesses in Stonewall. The Manitoba
Orchid Society, Prairie Garden Magazine, and Prairie Originals had displays and items for sale. Food
Services were by local companies: Beyond Bread,
McLeod Tea House, Tailgaters BBQ Pit, South Interlake, Carman & Selkirk Garden Clubs.

Congratulations to this years winners of the 50/50
draw, the Sweet Pea Auction and the Raffle Draw.
We thank you very much for your support.
Congratulations to the SIGC for packing a ton of
information and fun into one day. When one is
jaded by constant news of fires and floods, it is refreshing to spend a day listening to positive actions
gardeners can take to help slow down the process of
global warming. Many thanks to all who contributed
to another very enjoyable convention. The Board
will surely appreciate feedback from attendees regarding the new time, length, and format in order to
plan next year‟s AGM.
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MHA Judges and Apprentices
Judges & Exhibitor’s School
The MHA is looking for a Club or Society to hold a Judges school. We have heard some interest from a few
clubs, but we have not been able to pin down a date, as yet.
We require a club or society to host this event and require 20 students to participate. The MHA covers all the
costs for hosting the Judges school. There will be a small fee for the students.
We want to hear from you. Are you interested in attending?
Do you want to become a judge?
Do you want to gain knowledge of judging standards?
Apprentice judges needing more judging skill.
Judges wanting to gain more areas to judge in shows.
Are you a qualified judge interested in facilitating part of the course?
Please contact Linda Wall, 204-599-8777

llwall1958@gmail.com

the MHA office m.h.a@shaw.ca

Thank you for your time, please pass this message onto your membership
Sincerely,
Linda Wall
Judges/Judging Standards - Chair

Judging
We have now ended our active "gardening", growing, exhibition/show season. There are a few reminders that will help
us keep a good contingent of Judges and qualified apprentices to judge at our events.
Judges, Judging
Each of your secretaries has an MHA binder, in that binder under the Judges section you will find

a list of qualified judges and a list of apprentice judges (this is updated annually)

a judges evaluation sheet that should be completed for each judge by the show/exhibition convenor.

information regarding compensation and payment rates for judges.

the judging standards are available on the MHA website https://mbhorticulture.ca/mha-judges/

Judges for photography, crafts and baking fall under the auspicis of the Manitoba Association of Agricultural
Societies - http://www.mbagsocieties.ca/judging-standards/
We encourage Judges to ask the show convenor to contact apprentice judges and provide them opportunities to get the
experience to become approved. Apprentice judges should do the same.
Please ensure that your club has completed the evaluations and send them to the MHA office, these are important to
ensure constant improvement with our judges.
If you have any questions, consult your secretary binder, or call your MHA rep or the MHA office and we will be happy
to help you.
Linda Wall
MHA Area 6 Director
Newsletter editor
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Prairie Naturals Gardening Group

Prairie Naturals Gardening Group - Learn, Share, Contribute
Prairie Naturals Gardening Group is a new community of interest that has, as its focus, growing native plants. We like
getting our hands dirty, learning by doing. And sharing - planting together, learning from each other‟s experience and
seeing gardens or plantings at different stages of development. We also have an interest in „keeping the wild‟ including
how this group can contribute to that interest.
On November 28, John Morgan, President of Prairie Habitats Inc gave An Introduction to Landscaping with Native
Manitoba Plants. John covered his rationale for using native Manitoba plants, including their historical, conservation,
aesthetic and wildlife habitat values. He provided some typical examples of residential and public native landscapes in
Manitoba and ended off with his Manitoba Wildflowers & Grasses from A to Z. There he presented some of his favourite native species in more detail. Prairie Habitats Inc., located in Argyle, Manitoba, Canada, is dedicated to helping
people restore native prairies and encouraging the use of local native seed.
When: Next Meeting? Email michele.prairienaturals@gmail.com
($20 annual membership or attend as a guest - $5)
Where: ImagineAbility, 500 Madison Street
So please join us. Here's the location of ImagineAbility on google maps https://bit.ly/2Vcy52d Questions: Email michele.prairienaturals@gmail.com

The 2020 Prairie Garden: “Inspired by Nature”

The 2020 edition of The Prairie Garden, featuring the theme
“Inspired by Nature,” focuses on how gardeners in our region
can take a cue from nature in everything from design to plant
choice to ongoing care, so as to create beautiful, resilient gardens that are less work to maintain and friendlier to all living
things.
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Westman Gardeners Horticultural Day, continued from October issue
Mick Manfield entertained gardeners from around Westman on Saturday, April 13. He began the day by presenting pictures of his tour of Wisley Royal Horticultural Garden in the United Kingdom. There are many different gardens within its 60 acres where it houses one of the world‟s largest plant collections. There is an exotic garden, rock garden, rose garden, vegetable, fruit and herb garden, an orchard as well as a Bonsai walk.
And if we wanted to see even more pictures, Mick also brought a collection of books on Wisley Gardens to
share with us.
After a lunch provided by the Westman Gardeners, Mick discussed various ways of “Starting Seeds”, giving
tips to ensure our success. We learned that a pot with ridges up the sides would train the roots to grow down
instead of in circles. We also learned that at the 2 leaf stage, fertilizer should be started and the light should be
at least 6400 Kelvin and only one-half inch above the seedling, otherwise the plant stretches. Before transplanting, water the plant first. Then, remove the complete clump and hold the plant by the leaves, not the
stem, which is more fragile. Tease out the roots and place it into a container of moist potting soil.
The final presentation was on “Square Foot Gardening” which Mick practices in raised boxes with landscape
fabric on the ground and up the sides to help prevent weeds. The soil in the raised boxes warms up more
quickly in the spring.
Not only were Mick‟s presentations informative, but the audience enjoyed many laughs throughout the day.
Tickets were sold for the many Rainbow Auction baskets and Mick also brought three unique door prizes, one
to be given away after each of his presentations. Westman Gardeners thank Mick for his knowledge and entertaining style for a most enjoyable, successful Hort Day. Thank you also to all the interested gardeners who
joined us.

Written by Judy Olmstead, Westman Gardeners
Photos by Judy too!
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MHA Societies/Clubs
Current Club Events are now posted on our Events
Calendar on our website
(Information is submitted by clubs/societies, please ensure your
club/society is represented, send your events to m.h.a@shaw.ca

Agassiz Garden Club
Meets Feb to June, Sept to Dec, usually the second
Wednesday of the month. During the winter months our
meetings are scheduled for afternoons. Meetings held at
the Lutheran Church of the Cross, 253 McArthur Ave, Lac
du Bonnet
Annual "Make it, Bake It, Grow It, Show It" , takes place
in August each year at the Lac du Bonnet Community Hall
For specific times and information contact
Ruth Monych, President (204) 345-8696

Charleswood Garden Club
Meetings held the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 pm
to 9:30 pm in Charleswood Senior Centre at 5006 Roblin
Blvd
Spring Plant Auction
Community Garden Plots
Fall Gardener‟s Market
Contact Sophia Munro, President (204) 895-9198 or
email info@charleswoodgc.ca
Website www.charleswoodgc.ca

Hartney Horticultural Society
For meeting times and dates contact Laurie Bodin
Secretary (204) 858-2434 or email lrbodin@gmail.com
Leap Into Spring - May

Brandon Garden Club

Killarney & Dist Horticultural Society

Meets at Don Glen Hall, 311 Park Ave. East, Park Ave
Activity Centre, north door

Meeting held at the Killarney Town Hall, for times and
dates contact Eleanor Skeoch, President (204) 523-8584
or email skeoche@mymts.net

Contact thebrandongardenclub@mymts.net
Website: http://thebrandongardenclub.weebly.com/

Minnedosa Horticultural Society
Garden Club of Carman

For meeting times and dates contact Albert Parsons,
President (204) 867-5244 or email albertp@mymts.net

For meeting times and dates contact Alice van der Wal,
Secretary (204) 745-3442 or email vanderwal@sdnet.ca

Minnedosa Peony Show in June

Annual Garden Celebration Tour - July

Morden & District Horticultural Society
Flower Fruit & Vegetable Show - August
Meetings held in the Kinsmen Room of the Morden
Access Activity Centre, 111 Gilmour St. Morden, MB

Beautiful Plains Horticultural Society

Contact Tanya Wainio , Chairperson (204) 822-8382

Meets at various times and locations, please contact Brent
Hunter, President (204) 368-2346 or Berni Harley, Secretary (204) 476-5816 or email harleyb@mts.net

Newdale Horticultural Society

BPHS Gardener‟s Day
Annual “Fruit, Flower & Vegetable Show” in August

For meeting times and dates contact , Helen Caird,
Secretary (204) 849-2206 or email
helencaird@hotmail.com
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Selkirk & District Horticultural Society

Virden Garden Club

Meets the third Tuesday of the month from Sept to June
at 7 pm, in the Selkirk United Church, 202 McLean
Ave, Selkirk, Workshops each month

Meetings held the first Monday of the month from March to
Dec, New Horizons Centre, Nelson St. West Virden, some
meetings at members homes. Meet 7:30 pm in summer and 2
pm in winter, call ahead.

Plant Sale in May each year
Contact Kris Kubay, President, (204) 757-9900 or
email mytec@mymts.net

Peony Show - June

South Interlake Garden Club

Virden Garden Club and Virden Ag Society Flower and
Handicraft Show Cut Flowers and arrangements, Vegetables,
Fruit, Photography, Baking, Sewing, Preserves - August

Join our mailing list for updates on dates & times of our
events, just email: daherstone@shaw.ca

Contact Brenda Cameron, Secretary (204) 748-3160 or
bcameron@mymts.net

Fruit Flower & Vegetable Show - August
Contact: Tanya Daher, President (204) 467-2235

West Kildonan Horticultural Society

Facebook - South Interlake Garden Club

St James Horticultural Society

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the months Feb to
June & Sept & Oct , 7 pm to 9 pm at the West Kildonan Memorial Community Club, 346 Perth Ave, Wpg

Meets the third Tuesday of the month, StevensonBritannia School at 7:30 pm, Entrance on 1777 Silver
Ave., 2nd floor library.

Fiesta Day Plant Sale in May/June

St. James Flower Arrangers - meet the first Wednesday
of the month, Stevenson-Britannia School at 7 pm.

Website: http://www.wkhorticultural.ca

Contact

wkhort@gmail.com

Garden Plots on Silver Ave for rent each year.
Contact Brenda Lucas, President kenku1@icloud.com
Facebook - St. James Horticultural Society

Transcona Garden Club
Meets the third Wednesday of the month, Sept to June,
at The Transcona Retired Citizen‟s Centre, 328 Whittier
Ave West, at 7 pm

Westman Gardeners
Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month from Sept
to June at 7 pm in the Central Community Centre, 529 - 4th
St, Brandon.
Hort Day in April
Plant and Yard Sale in May
Contact: Judy Olmstead (204) 571-0224

Transcona Flower Arrangers meet the second Friday of
the month at the TRCC from 1 pm to 3 pm.
Plant & Bake Sale - May
Spring Show - Kildonan Place - June
Annual Show & Competition - Kildonan Place - August
Contact: Lorene Schipper, President (204) 224-2356 or
email lorene_schipper@yahoo.ca
Facebook: Transcona Garden Club
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Website: http://www.westmangardeners.ca
Facebook: @westmangardeners

For Society/Club Current Events, Please visit their
websites and/or their Facebook Pages, or visit the
MHA‟s Events on the website www.mbhorticulture.ca

Plants you may want
to have in your home
Submitted by Linda Wall
Photos - Getty Images

Do you just keep plants for how they look or do you like them to be more
useful?
During long cold stretches in our Manitoba winters, plants can be keeping
your air clean, as well as providing you with some beauty and relief from
winter weather. Here are a few of my favourites and the benefits of having
them in your home
Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum)
Also known as a spathiphyllum, peace lilies are an easy and undemanding
plant to look after. Their glossy green leaves make the perfect addition to
any room especially those spots with low light. Keep them happy with a
weekly water and fertilise with a slow-release fertiliser in spring to promote growth and those glorious white flowers.
They are very pretty but do sulk a bit when location is changed. Toxins
removed from your home benzene, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, trichloroethylene, xyene.
Spider Plant (Chlorophytum comosum)
Spider plants are the perfect choice for newbies and those with a bad track
record when it comes to plants. They thrive in indirect sunlight and survive in just about any condition (they‟ve been known to survive in temperatures as low as 2 degrees). Spider plants also send out shoots of baby
spider plants called spiderettes.
I have personally used them in an aquarium. They tolerate wet feet very
well. Toxins removed from your home formaldehyde and xylene.
Aloe Vera (Aloe vera or A. barbadensis)Aloe Vera isn‟t just handy for
their anti-inflammatory properties repairing wounds and helping with sunburn but it turns out it is a great air purifier too. They thrive in warm welllit rooms, growing brown spots on their leaves when the amount of harmful chemicals is extreme.Toxins removed: formaldehyde.
English ivy (Hedera helix) You might recognise English ivy as the
climber on many walls and trees outdoors but NASA claims that it is the
number one indoor houseplant when it comes to its air purifiers. They
grow well in small pots and prefer to be crowded. They look great in hanging baskets and you can even propagate a cutting in water in just a few
days. There are many varieties and they make beautiful decor and pops of
colour.
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.mbhorticulture.ca
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The Prairie Garden could
use your photos
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„Lambert Closse‟
Deadline for articles and
information for the
February newsletter is
January 31, 2020

The 2021 edition of The Prairie
Garden, guest-edited by Philip
Ronald of Jeffries Nurseries, will
feature the theme Roses and
Other Flowering Shrubs. If you
have an idea for an article on this
theme (or any gardening topic), or
if you have photos we might be
able to use, we invite you to contact the
Editor@ThePrairieGarden.com.
Deadline for article submissions is
April 1, 2020, while photos may be
submitted as late as July 15, 2020.
If your contribution is accepted,
you will receive a complimentary
copy of the book. For more information, please visit our website:
www.ThePrairieGarden.com.

Happy Holidays! From your Board of Directors
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